
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In September FLOC and Oxfam America released a 

groundbreaking new report, ñA State of fear: Human rights 

abuses in North Carolinaôs tobacco industry.ò  The study 

documents, for the first time, conditions in the tobacco fields 

and camps reported by workers themselves. The report is an   

in-depth examination of the tobacco supply chain and through 

first-person testimony of more than 100 tobacco workers in 

Eastern North Carolina as well as other stakeholders in the 

tobacco supply chain,  and it reveals serious violations of 

basic, internationally recognized rights to just and favorable 

work conditions, health and safety protections, and adequate 

housing.  

The report also revealed an overwhelming sense of fear 

among workers, the majority of whom are undocumented.  

Fear of deportation or losing their job and housing often keeps 

workers from speaking out about abusive conditions.  ñSince 

the people are not here legally,ò said one worker, ñthey cannot 

stand upéthey will take away our jobs and we will leave the 

camp.ò  Testimony from all stakeholders affirmed the need 

for a multi stakeholder approach to improving conditions, and 

the need for large tobacco companies to be a part of the 

solution. 

On September 18, FLOC members, joined by Beloved 

Community Center, United Students Against Sweatshops, 

Oxfam America, Black Workers for Justice and other 

community leaders and activists rallied together to officially 

release the report and call on large tobacco companies to step 

up and take responsibility for the abuses in their supply chain.  

Workers and supporters stood in solidarity and renewed their 

commitment to continue to increase the pressure on Reynolds 

American until they follow through with their commitment to 

be a part of an industry council with FLOC.   
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FLOC, United Electrical Union 150 & Public Service workers 

Union demonstration. 

Almost four years after FLOC organizer Santiago Rafael Cruz was 

assassinated in Monterrey, MX, FLOC continues to pressure 

Mexican authorities to conduct a robust investigation and bring 

those responsible to justice. In the midst of a massive 

demonstration by the Mexican Electrical Workers Union (SME), in 

Mexico Cityôs zocalo, FLOC president, Baldemar Velasquez was 

joined by FLOC attorney, Leonel Rivera, Santiagoôs mother and 

brother at a press conference releasing a petition calling on 

Mexican president Felipe Calderonôs Federal government to take 

over the investigation of Santiagoôs assassination.  The press 

conference was hosted by the SME and two of their leaders, 

Gerardo Avelar and Juan Antonio Rodriguez Solórzano.  

the farmworkers of Dudley, NC. We will use our          

purchasing power and our national network of students 

dedicated to fighting against sweatshop conditions        

domestically and internationally to compel RAI [Reynolds 

American, Inc.] to improve the working and living        

conditions of its farmworkers, and to ensure that these 

workers earn a living wage to provide for themselves and 

their families.òNext season we will continue to expand our 

Camp Solidarity and build the movement, please contact us 

at info@floc.com if you would like to participate! 

C A M P  S O L I D A R I T Y  

This summer, 

FLOC invited   

labor, church, and 

c o m m u n i t y      

organizations from 

all across the 

country to our 

Camp Solidarity, 

where they were 

able to visit labor camps and hear from NC farmworkers 

about their experiences working in tobacco.  Delegations 

came from across the country, including United Students 

Against Sweatshops, Movimiento Estudiantil Chicana/o de 

Aztlán, Student action with Farmworkers, National       

Farmworker Ministry, Labor Council for Latin American 

Advancement, AFL-CIO, United Mine Workers of America, 

NC DREAM Team, and more.  Throughout the trip delegates 

learned about farmworkersô 

experiences, the FLOC     

Campaign for justice in the 

fields, and how they could be 

involved in the struggle.  

Seeing the conditions      

firsthand and hearing worker 

testimonies was shocking for many people, and delegates left 

pledging to support the   Campaign until we see justice for 

the workers.  In their    reflection on the experience, MEChA 

and USAS commented, ñMEChistas and USASers who   

participated in this trip to North Carolina were stunned to 

learn that this kind of exploitation still exists in the US, and 

as two of the largest student run organizations in the country, 

we are now committed to stand in solidarity with FLOC and 
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1-LCLAA Delegation, 2ïChatting with the workers, Youth from 

NC DREAM Team, 3-USAS Deligation 4-Student Action with          

Farmworkers interns 


